
The Iowa Council on Homelessness 

 
DRAFT MINUTES  

Friday, January 16, 2015 

10:00 AM  

Meeting Location: The Iowa Finance Authority 

Room: Lower Level Presentation Room 

Address: 2015 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50312 

 

(Any requests for corrections to the minutes should be submitted to josh.mcroberts@iowa.gov)  

 

I ICN ETIQUETTE REVIEW 

Chair Phillips reminded participants to ask to be recognized and to state their name.  

 

II INTRODUCTIONS 

The meeting was called to order at 10 AM by Chair Phillips. There are currently 38 members on 

the Iowa Council on Homelessness and the following voting members were present: Axeen, 

Beilke-McCallum, Binner, Bockenstedt, Brand, Brustkern, Dunnwald, Erickson, Ford, Hagen, 

Hamilton, Harris, Hearn, Hyatt (alt. for Armstrong), Johnson, Kellogg, Lauterbach, Mather, 

Phillips, Schulze, Wahl, and Wilson. A quorum was established.  

 

III APPROVAL OF AGENDA (ACTION ITEM) 

On motion by Mr. Beilke-McCallum and seconded by Mr. Brustkern, the agenda for the January 

16, 2015 meeting was unanimously approved.  

 

IV APPROVAL OF MINUTES (ACTION ITEM) 

On motion by Mr. Lauterbach and seconded by Mr. Axeen, the November 21, 2014, Iowa 

Council on Homelessness meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

IV COMMITTEE/TASK FORCE REPORTS 

 

Executive Committee (Donna Phillips): Ms. Phillips let the ICH members know that if 

members plan to participate via conference call, they should contact Josh McRoberts at IFA 

ahead of time to make things go more smoothly when introductions are made.  

 

Ms. Phillips also noted there would be an annual review of the Governance Charter at the March 

meeting. She solicited changes and recommendations to the charter and noted those should be 

sent to either Amber Lewis or Josh McRoberts at the Iowa Finance Authority.  

 

Ms. Phillips wrapped up the Executive Committee report by discussing ICH presentations and 

having randomly chosen agencies present how their work on the ground impacts homelessness 

efforts in Iowa. 

 

The next meeting of the Executive Committee is on Friday, February 20, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.  
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Nominating Committee (Ben Brustkern): Mr. Brustkern welcomed the new representative 

from the Iowa Department of Public Safety, Karin Hamilton. Mr. Brustkern mentioned that the 

Committee is looking to meet on the third Tuesday of off ICH meeting months. 

 

Continuum of Care Committee (Zeb Beilke-McCallum): Mr. Beilke-McCallum stated that the 

committee had not met recently. The committee has been trying to put together a plan for next 

year’s Continuum of Care Competition. Mr. Beilke-McCallum finished by saying that as of late, 

the committee hasn’t been meeting regularly, but they will be working on trying to set a 

recurring meeting schedule.  

 

Policy & Planning (Crissy Canganelli/Tony Timm): Ms. Canganelli reported that there wasn’t 

a January meeting due to weather. In December, the standards were revisited and the committee 

delineated how those standards could be met. She stated that more would be discussed during the 

retreat following the ICH meeting.  

 

Public Awareness Committee (David Binner): Mr. Binner noted that he had had slow 

responses for a meeting, but that it looked like the meeting would be held on January 20
th

 at 1:10 

p.m. with continued discussion surrounding the Day on Hill occurring.  

 

Mr. Wilson who sits on the Public Awareness Committee gave a brief update on the status of the 

501c3 advocacy organization focusing on advocacy for the homeless, building capacity of 

service providers, and helping communities find solutions to homelessness. He noted that they 

hope to have the process complete and recognized by the IRS at the end of 2015. 

 

Progressive Engagement/Coordinated Intake Committee (David Hagen): Mr. Hagen stated 

that the committee has met twice recently and discussed data sharing. The committee is still 

exploring what data sharing could look like. Capacity and a virtual intake site in a large 96 

county area that the Balance of State Continuum of Care encompasses has also been a topic of 

discussion at recent meetings.  

 

Research & Analysis Committee (David Hagen): Mr. Hagen noted that the committee had 

met in December and looked over the newly released HUD Methodology Guide for the Point in 

Time (PIT). The committee also discussed HUD’s mobile app for the PIT. He finished by saying 

that the committee will meet again soon, but a firm date had not been set.  

 

V HOMELESS MANAGEMENT INFORMATION (HMIS) REPORT 

Ms. Eberbach with the Institute for Community Alliances (ICA) noted that the ICA had 

completed the submission the annual AHAR report to the Federal Government. There was 47% 

bed coverage for singles in Emergency Shelter. This number was too low and wasn’t accepted by 

HUD. It is something that ICA has been warning about for some time as the number continued to 

decline. She encouraged those in attendance to work with providers in their community who are 

not currently on the HMIS network to better the bed coverage numbers; noting that they 

wouldn’t be participating in HMIS just to benefit HMIS, but they would participate to help better 

the numbers for the state which is tied to funding for the whole state.  
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Next, Ms. Eberbach discussed the annual Point in Time (PIT) count that is mandated by HUD. 

The PIT count is a nationwide count of the number of people experiencing homelessness on a 

single night in January. She noted that Iowa’s unsheltered count will take place on January 28, 

2015. This will be a statewide count and it will rely heavily on volunteers to ensure Iowa gets an 

accurate count of homeless individuals and families.  

 

Ms. Eberbach finished by stating that there will be upcoming trainings offered for agencies using 

and not using HMIS (ServicePoint). The meeting schedule is as follows: 

 

Using 

1. January 22, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. 

2. January 27, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m. 

 

Not Using 

1. January 21, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

2. January 26, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Ms. Phillips put forward a motion that a letter be drafted stressing the importance of HMIS 

participation as it effects the entire state and Continuum of Care. Ms. Wahl seconded. There was 

some discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

VI SPECIAL INITIATIVE: STANDARDS FOR HOMELESSNESS  

Ms. McKeen stated that the State Public Policy Group (SPPG) was looking forward to the retreat 

following the ICH meeting and plenty of information will be shared and provided at that time. 

 

VII OTHER REPORTS 

Ms. Lewis noted that the HUD Des Moines Field Office is working to put together their third 

Iowa Peer-to-Peer Homeless Symposium. Location, speakers, topics, etc. are all still in the works 

and if you have any questions, you should contact Julie Sleeper at Julie.k.sleeper@hud.gov.  

 

VIII OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

 

IX NEW BUSINESS 

Iowa Council on Homelessness meeting dates through 2015:  

 March 18, 2015 (Wednesday) – to coincide with the Day on the Hill 

 May 15, 2015 

 July 17, 2015 

 September 18, 2015 

 November 20, 2015 

 

X PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 
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XI ADJOURN 

On motion by Mr. Brustkern and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the January 16, 2014, meeting of the 

Iowa Council on Homelessness was adjourned at approximately 12:00 PM.  

 

The date of the next regular meeting is Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 10:00AM at the special 

location for the Day on the Hill: Grimes Building, Department of Education ICN Room. 

 

Voting Members Present 

1. Al Axeen, Hawkeye Area Community Action Program (retired) 

2. Zeb Beilke-McCallum, Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

3. David Binner, Wells Fargo 

4. Julie Bockenstedt, Humility of Mary Housing/Shelter 

5. Bill Brand, Iowa Department of Human Rights 

6. Ben Brustkern (Vice Chair), Cedar Valley Friends of the Family 

7. Crissy Canganelli, Shelter House 

8. Carrie Dunnwald, Cedar Valley Friends of the Family 

9. Jane Erickson, Iowa Department on Aging 

10. Karin Ford, Iowa Department of Public Health 

11. David Hagen, Hawkeye Area Community Action Program 

12. Karin Hamilton, Iowa Department of Public Safety 

13. Kristine Harris, Consumer Representative 

14. Ann Hearn, Linn County Community Services 

15. Karen Hyatt (alt. for Armstrong), Iowa Department of Human Services 

16. Sandy Johnson, Iowa Department of Education 

17. Barb Kellogg, North Iowa Community Action Organization 

18. Dennis Lauterbach, Lutheran Services in Iowa 

19. Scott Mather, Iowa Workforce Development 

20. Donna Phillips (Chair), Iowa Attorney General’s Office 

21. Nancy Schulze, Heartland Family Service 

22. Roberta Wahl, Des Moines Area Community College 

23. Tim Wilson (Secretary), Willis Dady Emergency Shelter 

 

Voting Members Absent 

1. Blair Avitt, Consumer Representative 

2. David Boss, Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation 

3. Anne Brown, Iowa Department of Corrections 

4. Jamie Cashman, Iowa State Association of Counties 

5. Chris Coleman, Iowa League of Cities 

6. Mariliegh Fisher, Community Housing Initiatives 

7. Donna Grgurich, Iowa Economic Development Authority 

8. Rhonda Jordal, Family Alliance for Veterans of America 

9. Stefanie Munsterman-Robinson, Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission 

10. Wes Peterson, Iowa Finance Authority 

11. Amy Rawhouser, Consumer Representative 

12. Ashley Schwalm, Family Resources 
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13. Michelle South, Consumer Representative 

14. Bob Steben, Iowa Department of Veterans Affairs  

15. Tony Timm, Central Iowa Shelter & Services 

 

Others Present 

1. Michelle Brown, Opening Doors 

2. David Eberbach, Institute for Community Alliances 

3. Julie Eberbach, Institute for Community Alliances 

4. Pam Eggers, YWCA Clinton 

5. Lindsay Elbing, Family Crisis Centers 

6. Trisha Federspiel, Project Concern 

7. Shelly Herada, Youth & Shelter Services 

8. Amy Keairns, City of Sioux City 

9. Jeannie Kingery, Northern Lights Alliance for the Homeless 

10. Stacy Kiser-Willey, Vera French Housing Corporation 

11. Heather L., Opening Doors 

12. Amber Lewis, Iowa Finance Authority 

13. Arlinda McKeen, State Public Policy Group 

14. Josh McRoberts, Iowa Finance Authority 

15. Laurel Merrick, Area Substance Abuse Council 

16. Roberta Milinsky, Youth & Shelter Services 

17. Paula Morgan, Community Action of Southeast Iowa 

18. Kristin Mulholland, Crisis Intervention & Advocacy Center 

19. Kimberly Neal, Des Moines VA 

20. Dennis Ostrander, Community Action of Southeast Iowa  

21. Kelli Payne, Crisis Intervention Services 

22. Jan Rutledge, Iowa Legal Aid 

23. Julie Schneider, Youth Emergency Services & Shelter 

24. Stephanie Schrader, Cedar Rapids 

25. Nicki Summers, Fort Dodge 

26. Linda Wishman, ACCESS 

 


